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Foreword

Disability is an integral part of society. Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (RPWD) Act, 2016 recognizes 21 Disability Conditions
and various provisions for Persons with Disability. It encourages equity
based inclusion in society and inclusion of Children With Special Needs
(CWSN) in regular schools while taking care of their special needs. It
implies that all children with disability should be properly identify and
certified as soon as possible to address their special needs and support
them. All disability conditions are not visibly identifiable, therefore the
present booklet will help regular teachers and special educators to screen
children at preliminary level and send them for further identification
at assessment camps. Teachers get the maximum opportunities to
observe children for a significant period of time, in various settings
like playground, library, classroom and other settings which will help
them in identifying symptoms related to various disability conditions.
The objective of this booklet is to screen and tentatively categorize the
students into 21 disability conditions recognized by RPWD Act, 2016
to facilitate further identification and certification. Teachers and special
educators should be careful while using this checklist and always
remember that this is merely a preliminary screening tool and is not to

be used as a diagnostic tool to label any child as having a disability.
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Preface

Persons with Disabilities (PwD) Act, 1995 was replaced by Rights
of Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act, 2016 which recognises 21
disability conditions. The numerous newly added disability conditions
like Specific Learning Disability, Mental Illness, Intellectual Disability,
Autism are less known amongst the general population and hence often
remain unidentified and sometimes misdiagnosed. Early identification
and certification of CWSN is vital before seeking facilities and utilising
provisions provided by government.
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Why this booklet?

Disability is a complex and multifaceted
concept. The concept and meaning of disability
differ across territories along with its legal, political
and social constructs. It is generally viewed as a
physical or mental condition(s), or both, that limit(s)
an individual’s movements, sense perceptions or
activities. Persons with disabilities are forced to face a
lot of discrimination due to pre-existing prejudices and
biases in society. The most vulnerable area that falls
prey to discrimination is “EDUCATION”. Disabilities
are incurable but early identification and intervention
may facilitate optimum management and also prevent
the consequent conditions from worsening.

In India, Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(RPWD) Act, 2016 recognises 21 disability
conditions. It has replaced Persons with Disabilities
(PwD) Act, 1995 which recognised only 7 disability
conditions. It is in harmony with the United
Nations Conventions on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD). Further it provides a legal
framework, generates awareness about rights of
persons with disabilities, and also promotes equity
based inclusion.

The Right to Education (RTE) Act 2009 entitles
Free and Compulsory education to all children,
including Children with Special Needs CWSN). In
the context of school, provisions of RPWD Act 2016
and RTE Act 2009, implies that all children with
disabilities should be identified as early as possible,
their special needs arising due to disabilities should be
appropriately addressed and they should be supported
to realize their full potential. Identification process of
children with disabilities should begin ideally, at the
moment of birth.

The field realities in the country however,
provide ample number of cases, where children
with disabilities remain unidentif IED, even
after getting admission in school, due to lack of
awareness among school functionaries and the
general population. This primarily occurs in cases of
disability conditions where symptoms completely
lack, or have minimum, visual manifestations that
can be easily identify IED by parents or teachers.
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Disability conditions recognised by RPWD Act
2016, such as physical challenges, acid attacks,
or dwarfism are easy to identify but disabilities
like mental illness, specific learning disabilities or
autism are comparably difficult to identify without
appropriate training.

Needless to say that the early and
appropriate identification of condition of disability
facilitates implementation of required educational
intervention. This in turn can bring a huge difference
in the lives of children with disabilities. Need
based interventions given as early as possible help
them to grow with confidence and self-respect like
any other children without disability. As a result,
children with disabilities may become productive,
respected and accepted members of society.

Why Teachers?

This screening tool is designed to be used by
regular school teacher as they spend maximum time
with students. In addition, they are in a position to
see all children who are developing and functioning
typically. Any child not developing typically is
easily identified by the teachers and can be referred
for diagnosis. Further the teacher can observe a
child in different situations consistently over a
period of time ranging from classroom, playground,
co-curricular activities such as music, art and craft.
The teachers are a contact point to the parents for
eliciting more information if and when necessary.

What is this screening tool?

This booklet contains checklists for the
preliminary screening of students in school for further
referral to assessment camps for disability certification
with the help of regular teachers/ special educators/
counsellors/school  heads/ school management
committee. This tool has been divided into two parts

»  PartIis for the use of regular teachers. It contains
objective type items that need to be tick marked,
and the data of such students to be handed over
to school head/ special teachers for second level
screening, using part 2 of this tool.
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* Part II is for the use of special educators/
counsellors/school heads for second level
screening and tentative categorization of
students under the 21 categories of disability
conditions recognized by RPWD Act 2016 to
facilitate further identification and certification
of disabilities

This is not to be used as a diagnostic tool to
label a child as having a disability.

If some children in the class seem to display
lack of interest, low attention, appear distracted, not
learning like other children, and seem to be sleepy
and fatigued, exhibit challenging behaviours, these
can all be due to either environmental or disability
conditions. Generally, the teacher tends to label
such children negatively as lazy, and mischievous,
and so on.

Physically, some of these children may not
seem to be like other children in the class. This does
not necessarily mean that they have a disability.
When the teacher uses this checklist, it will prevent
them from jumping to inaccurate conclusions. Usage
of this tool may facilitate clarity about the child’s
condition. Remember when the child is not able to
learn it is not ‘disobedience’ as often perceived. The
reason for not learning has to be investigated.

Points to remember while using this screening
checklist

1. The observation should be made over a
prolonged and consistent period of time in
various situations.

2. While using this screening checklist consider
whether the language used by the child at home
is different from the medium of instruction
used at school.

3. This screening checklist is only for screening
and referral. Do not label or diagnose on the
basis of this tool.

4. Thisscreeningchecklistispreparedinthemanner
that it is user friendly, is in simple and clear
language, assimilates and presents symptoms
of the 21 disabilities, mentioned in the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities Act 2016, which
the teacher may come across in the classroom.
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To be filled by content / class teachers
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Part 1

How to use this screening tool

Guidelines for School Heads

School Heads should ensure that the general
teacher is properly oriented by Special Educator/
Resource  Teachers/IE  Coordinators/SCERT/
DIET/ Counsellors, in the use of this checklist/
booklet for initial screening of students. For this
one day, or half day orientation meeting/workshop/
discussion can be organized in the school.

Each regular teacher is to be given at least three
photocopies of part I of the checklist. More
may be provided as per the requirement.

The School Head should collect all the
checklists filled by the regular/general teachers.

4. The School Head should refer all the filled
checklists to Special Educator/Resource
Teachers/counsellors for further assessment,
and tentative listing under the appropriate
disability category for further diagnosis as
mentioned in part 2 of the screening booklet.

In case there are no Special Educators/Resource
teachers/ counsellors in the schools, School
Head should do the second level screening with
the help of parents/guardian/ SMCs of nearby
Primary Health Centers (PHC) for further
assessment|

Guideline for class/subject teachers

Before wusing this checklist, attend the
orientation meeting/workshop and read the
document carefully.

This screening checklist (part 1) is to be used
for students who appear not to be learning or
participating or appear to be facing difficulties
in academic, social, behavioral, mobility and
orientation.

Checklist (part 1) should be used by concerned
class teachers with the help of subject teachers

if required.
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10.

One checklist (part 1) should be used for one
student only.

This checklist (part 1) should be used only
for tentative screening and further referral
assessment purposes.

This is not the diagnostic checklist therefore
teachers should not label the students as
disabled.

Teacher should tick ( )/ “YES” to the questions
given in checklist according to their observation
of the students.

Teacher should inform the parents/guardian of
screened students with the help of School Heads
for sharing their observations regarding their
child and further referral assessment purposes.

Teacher should screen the students by thorough
observation of students’ academic, social,
behavioral, mobility and orientation activities
in different contexts for at least a month.

The teachers should keep the information of
screened students confidential and only share
with concerned parents/guardian and authority.

Guidelines for Special Educators/Resource
Teachers/Counsellors

1.

Orient the general/regular teachers for using
the screening checklist (part 1).

Assess those students, who are initially
screened by general teachers, and place them
in tentatively appropriate category of disability
for further referral and assessment.

Tentatively categorize initially screened
students by the general teacher for further
referral.

To provide counseling and guidance to the
teachers and parents/guardian of the screened
students
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2 Sl TN

(29 fo=w e/ RifepIar ool Saca)
PART I: FORM
(to be filled by class/subject teachers)
férF1Rff 1. /Name of student:
&Y FT: T GEG
Class: Age: Gender:
q@IeT: / School:

JRIC <I¥: / Name of father:

TG 1¥: / Name of mother:

1l / Instruction
TeR 0 2T REnaler #ie (V) b =
Kindly place (¢/) against the items applicable

SR 2T/ =/ y
S.NO. ITEMS (V)
1.1 @3 Frwdi 5 21500 SpiRer 23 31 216 BTG $I19 oy FIRICER STae 237 B

Does this student has difficulty in walking or needs support to walk/ climb stairs?

1.2 93 R 5 AR I 20T (P ¥ TGB! F09/ IR FICO ST 27
(CoTIE &/ [0S 20O A8 TR &)? ]

Does this student have difficulty in moving/using any part of the body or hands
(for writing/self-feeding)?

1.3 9 Rl 6 CRICAT ot Rpf ST (e WG/ CTRe s/ (A1) 13 1 =R (et
5 SRS (I 219/ BNga/ M2 ]
Does this student have observable deformity /missing any body parts such as
neck/hands/finger/waist/legs/spine/back?

2.1 93 IR I RCARET? QAN [ T (91TR? SaiR I bfeeat e fre sy
I 8 (13 LG TG (| (ST ST 5T ALY T | []
Is this child leprosy cured? Kindly provide (attach) brief history of treatment.
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3.1

3.2

3.3

4.1

4.2

5.1

5.2

6.1

7.1

8.1

93 IRl ST 2o N@©I/ AT 1 T O FCACR G2/ S - AT
APy BeTareeT 2051 S Tehs! 23

Does this child have stiffness/floppiness in limbs and/or jerky movement in
limbs/ jerky walking pattern/ involuntary (uncontrolled) movements?

@3 P R O ierafe fcer S0 (o 2te sl (A<l / #ifi% g 2931/ 21CS
f&feorsia @ @32 Iy 1o M % FIBT @ ST MCT AN G T3] CR?
Does this student have problems in self-help skills/ toileting, washing/ eating /
holding and placing objects/ cutting, pasting?

3 PSSP 31 2 (A Al A2

Does thisstudent have slurred (unclear) speech or drooling?

93 IRt & O O 1T SERENTSIE ([6/ 43FRD
Is this child significantly shorter for his/her age?

93 RAFIFR & SRTSIRe @ [=AY IR61 217/ (B S ¥ (RICHT B2

Does this student have a disproportionately large head/ bowed legs/ short fingers/
neck?

3 RAFIRT R 9 9 ST TR @32 (KIS (TP (Y IO ST 237

Does this student fall frequently and has difficulty getting up from a lying or
sitting position?

93 fIRT 6 SiF SATCTa SR Soi 21057

Does this student walk on his/her toes?

O3 it 5 ST SiGe FAaeizela? To-1 @ BiFT FerEweet 90T T

Is this child an acid attack survivor? Briefly describe the incident and treatment.

93 iRl 5 b (B1ceE g (r4s A 1

Is this child unable to see anything using both eyes?

93 PEFIRTE & 9 SR (TUCo YRt 237 31 SieT FCF (T Sy ST SROR
fate (o v

Does this student have difficulty in seeing in situations of low lights or moves
towards source of light?
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8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6

8.7

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

93 FrFidia & 99 99 (OITRE ST AitT 3T (o o6 BIb /e 90T T (oIed
IR GIETICATST T petpifel 23/ 9= 9 =T A SRS FCR?

Does this student blink/rub his/her eyes frequently or complain about burning
sensation or itchiness in or around the eyes / frequent headache?

93 FRrwiR 5 2GR 9T 32 47 9CH 1 43 IR 4CF 022

Does this student hold a book too far or too close while reading?

93 RERIRlE AT ST SPIRET 2T (T3 O I3 Al JCHF SN2 I M AT, 9
AW (AR, *9 (1o PR, T 13 I A=A HR)

Does this student face difficulties while reading (misplaces the line or skips lines
in between, omits words, add words, moves head along the text)

93 REsIRT RO oy ier CRRICA CHI0 i3 2fcaene 23 ©f ST bTeT (T #Agl,
& I, (AN I FFRPRNG (AT = FeTCL (7 6 TIRTACHR (AT ETRIBT HT e &
AR FH?

Does this student avoid engaging in activities requiring visual focus such as
reading or colouring or writing/copying from blackboard or prefer to copy from
peers?

93 FRrwidl & AR T I IR IGF G2 T&d (TSR TN G0 (512 79 I
91 (O SMR?

Does this student close or cover one eye while reading or focusing on close
objects?

93 FrRIRi (BICY & otomors &, Bifreis site?

Does this student have misaligned eyes (asymmetrical or squint) or have
abnormal eyes?

93 PRI SRR T I T e 1 9RO (73 3 201 [RI0E &)
G 4 (15 BT (qC2?

Does this student turn head to position ear in the direction of the speaker or
purposefully watch faces of the speaker during a conversation?
O3 PRI IS 403 ©IRCeT 6 31T (r 12

Does this student not respond when addressed or called out?

93 FRrwid F SreiiResit Sy 3 FATI0ET A 2R3 *THT 9o SO Re ST

Does this student use unusually loud voice while speaking or often mispronounce
words?

a3 fRrEidt i o3 forge At (< ROiees o193 919 919 99709 0em

Does this student frequently ask for repetition during dictation or verbal
instruction?

93 IR [ RIECEs 961, (Feead T 3971 ARTICAR %177 ©=re o1 237
T ¥ 5P ST T/IGY 27 P

Does this student have problems in hearing environmental sounds such as school
bell, people calling or is not startled / surprised by loud noises?
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10.1

10.2

11.1

11.2

11.3

11.4

12.1

12.2

12.3

12.4

93 FRERIRt [ %= 91 *7 SRl I A9 0T A AR I 6 GIh I
COC% (905 ACe?

Does this student repeat words or parts of words or speak in short, fragmented
phrases?

3 RIS AT IETIT ST (OIS T STl T2l 0T

Does this student stammer while speaking or speak unclearly?

93 PRI 5 SRCHR A0 CAICst 3t AAsIfes Creemie Spifist 23w

Does this student have difficulty in communicating or socializing with others?

92 RrFIR & (e Slenafer (I (RIS (T A0S/ R Mo Ao
FACS SPIRET 22 (37 [ AR RIGT SIHREN 2T FACO A

Is this student unable to do everyday tasks like finishing homework/ following
instruction/directions of the teacher or even using the washroom without help?

93 Rl fF gl (A / Fhew /AfY) AReics ftes oot sisee
T(F, TURIIFH, AT g QIO13 FICR ABCR 5 MW, IR F2AT 0T 98
LN AR A I TS ACF?

Does this student behave in a way he/she likes irrespective of the context
(playground/classroom/home) for example, frequently walks out of the class
without permission, speaks out of turn and keeps interrupting?

93 el [ uF ARERST/ CarFieitd T RITte ©f AFSIC Sy SIsi 2cas!
FICO ST T TUIRFITS, (57 TS 02 (o) T4 T, 57 T4 ©Ics oo
feree=r w21 27 <3 5T T W= 3 S A, TR (WG FoR T |y oL
& o1 Tas face st aw

Does this student have difficulty in applying what is learned successfully in one
situation/context to another? For example, she/he is able to do addition sums in
paper but unable to answer when asked ‘if there are 5 bananas and 3 mangoes,
how many fruits are there in total’?

@3 ARl 5 efenifine sifew (50T R 2ATT 3 (@0

Does this student read or write slower than the average/expected speed?

93 PR 5 oo ST @38 SRR 238 RITOF (o1l (IIRM A =1

Does this student have poor handwriting that lacks clarity even after sufficient
practice and exercises?

TS 50T o2 TS @3 AR < AT SpyReT 23

Does this student have continuous difficulties in understanding the meaning of
what is read?

93 PRIl 6 GIfeaIE R AR (R *CAe i) e Rarfo =y oiow
A FACO SRR 237

Does this student exhibit difficulty in recalling the spellings of learnt words/
grammar/ punctuation/ organization, even after teaching multiple times?
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12.5

12.6

12.7

12.8

12.9

12.10

13.1

13.2

13.3

13.4

93 PERIRTE I 5 GemEeSics 1 (7 (6 936 PICe NI F09
AL ?

Does this student has comparatively short attention span or is unable to
concentrate on a task?

93 Pl [ e iR Hee 3« Fier SR (1 F90e SpjRal 23

Does this student have difficulty in organizing himself/herself to complete a task
on time?

93 P R U (I-Sl/ 13-/ A= o) e sppfat 2z

Does this student lack sense of direction (left-right/ up-down/front-back)?

a3 PRt fF 23 (TR Tp” @9 AfRRCS “q (0, M b/d, u/v, w/m, T/,
U/d, @37 o754 1 o 31 *157 A1 7247 Srh (@0

Does this student reverse letters or symbols or words or numbers while writing,
for example, writing “q” instead “p” or b/d, u/v, w/m, d/SI, U/d, frequently?

a3 fRrFIdl (7 Beafd $01, O [ ueh [E s5iEH it a1 o7 fRRifTFeie @3
weTfe] S

Do the errors committed by this student have a particular pattern or consistency?

93 P [ afifo o (aow +, -, x, / 0o Yt 230

Does this student have difficulty in understanding mathematical symbols such
as+, -, x, /?

3 PAFIRTR 6 (BT (B 4TS 1 IR M OIICS Spffit 230

Does this student have difficulty in making eye contact or looking at the speaker?

3 Ferm1dt e o1 ST T W OHRE 7RG F SHIZRerTahl, ComE A
I fErearT T4 20T O I &9 2IRRCS © (ST [ 2 @3 IAF9H 9 I I

Does this student echo or repeat words? For example, on being asked

‘what is your name?’ will repeat ‘what is your name?’ instead of telling his/her
name?

93RRI 6 AR (TS B FI00 / I9g P00/ 7§ A AN A
(RIS ST 22
Does this student have difficulty in interacting/making friends/playing with peer
group/classmates?

e & O (7 Fhe Srers ofF +fiew 20e, A o spfker 23 (e,
PR /RN / TN DA IR A RaS1?

Does this student find it difficult to deal with sudden changes in routine for
example, change in class teacher/change in classroom /timetable / seating
arrangement?
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13.5

13.6

13.7

13.8

13.9

13.10

14.1

14.2

14.3

92 iR 5 99 IR 21 ARPICT, FAf TSI, ST TSB!, - (AT 1 AR
(STS G/ X</*1<) IS T2

Does these student exhibit repetitive mannerisms like hand flapping, nodding
head, finger movement, and rocking body, vocal repetitions (sounds/words/
phrases)?

a3 R @eftw 2IiCa (SWRseEel 1-100) 77 O iz 46 ¢>1f55ey fonib Feor
BIRC (31 M AT 12

Is this student able to count (for example 1-100) but is not able to give two
pencils/three pens when asked?

93 Frwi [ Tere FI0eE CFCa Ui SRpiRe $900 SPIREl 27 W32 SN 4
I WM E S I O (HIA A PICS AT? (T AT FPCE (O SF
T3 (P, 390 93 R e FfTE $ 399 At 209 21t <@ifEs, coria o
72 (T2

Does this student have difficulties in following group instructions and require
specific individual instructions by name, for example while instructing the
whole class ‘open your mathematics books’, this child may require ‘Rohit, open
your mathematics book’ ?

5% IET (O BETIRIAI, Sy 91413 ACAICANS! 2RI O 51 @3 Rewidifs i ey
AR

During story telling session, does this student appear not interested while all
others are listening keenly?

3 RIS 5 SR IRER 90 fSTT T (T, 729 R fEceesT S ol
(SR (@MSTRF N7 Gy R Sed (v <Qfil (oIid (NS fHey et
1 e =TI R PO 0 A (RNSTE T G0mR’?

Does this child reverse pronoun or avoid using pronoun for example, when

teacher ask ‘have you brought your homework’ the child responds ‘you brought
your homework/ Rani brought your homework’?

93 FArsidl 6 STRATSIE ATCO IR J2F 0O N 7 OfF e AR 3¢
FACO (CNRFSIC TRCD) 555 732
Is this student able to read fluently and repeat verbatim but not able to narrate
(orally/write) in his/her own words?

93 IR [ 23 18IS (IR ISR (I fUeress e S0 90T N 2A M4
9] O (AGICETH ARG 2 I AT T 11 N0 Srigaiy I031 AT 371 232

Does this student often appear sad or seems withdrawn or has severe mood
swings or have trouble in focusing or staying in her/his own seat?

93 PR & 2O (I TS T RITIZ ST FCIACZ A 8T ([T (OI0R?

Does this student have an unexplained weight loss or weight gain?

93 PEFIRT 2SS 9 W32 o5 SISl FE

Does this student complain frequently about aches such as headaches and
stomach-aches?
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14.4

14.5

14.6

14.7

14.8

15.1

15.2

16.1

17.1

18.1

93 FrEHIRT 5 21T Seesid DETe R S0 I (3 SN2y (5 81 S R0y 20t 90T
31 fNCerR *99 (PCG AT S TSt S (2

Does this student often have suicidal thoughts or talk about attempting suicide or
indulge in self-harm activities such as making cut marks or burning?

O3 RIS 5 V< T SR Ie (RS AN Giow 06T W 377

Does this student appear to be involved in drugs or alcohol use?

a3 PRl 5 e (A [t 0 I 2 @32 @I FEAT were I I,
TCUIRRETTH, S IO AN FA I (b O FICR F+ToIGT (L&A ) |

Does this student appear to be detached from reality and live in an imaginary
world, for example, talking to imaginary friends (that is not make-believe play)

= (N8 TR RIT13 5 93 vt 47 o A

Does this student appear to have intense feelings of fear without any specific
reason?

93 AR & Sbget 9 ey OIF 2o (2l T, SWiReegshel, 9h- TR0
391, O TR FA G2 ST SFOTSICE AT FAI 35%] 2F ¥ Fh17 @3 R
e SIbRel 1 Ty SIg 2RO (721 T, SHIRIITH, TYE ARG P, S IR0
31 932 TR SFOIOII SO T R 412

Does this student exhibit drastic changes in behaviour or personality, for
example, fighting frequently, using weapons and expressing a desire to seriously
hurt others?

93 eIl o R 23 (CoF 2 S1eCpioe e RifereaeD)?

Does this student get tremors (rthythmic contraction and relaxation of muscle)?

Sy R 9o, @3 il [ TRees FIE T SR 20 SIrw?

In comparison to other students, does this student get easily tired or fatigued?

93 ERiRlE 6 F15T 91 SEiCed FCet Mafsfier Te e 2R I S IS A SR
O (R I (P T QB2 1 M e/ SEOIRE TS 2052

Does this student have unexplained and excessive bleeding from cuts or injuries
or have many large or deep bruises or have frequent/ unusual nosebleeds without
a known cause?

93 FRrwiRig 6 CoMb/2r0/7M Tt T A1 9 9 G 2

Does this student have swelling in abdomen/hands/feet or have frequent fever?

a3 Freidiy & 13 91 orelfie @i Ui ice? 1 e dfswmeel, e
SIS, Q0T A1, FICA B CAINT, I 2T I e 71 1 (PIC (S et
G HCR?

Is the child affected by two or more diseases or disorders such as intellectual
disability, brain injury, orthopaedic complications, hearing loss, cognitive and
genetic problems or medical conditions?

W . yV %
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/ANN\Z/AN/ANZ//N

I

b

teacher of class would refer

b

student of my class for further referral as I observed the following behavioral and physical symptoms apart
from the above listed symptoms in this child that seem to be different from other students.

(Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature) (Class Teacher’s Name and Signature)
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